[Stroke--and then? Considerable need of assistance two year after stroke according to a large nation-wide study].
The National Board of Health and Welfare together with Riks-Stroke (the Swedish National Registry for Quality Assessment of Acute Stroke Care) were commissioned by the government to study the circumstances of 4,023 stroke patients, two years after the event. Both physical and psychological impairments together with psychosocial consequences were common. Approximately one fifth of the patients did not receive enough help and support, and the most common reason for this was the high cost. Instead many were dependent upon next-of-kin. This indicates that the long-term care of stroke patients needs to be improved.